
 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 

19th July 2021 

 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

 

We are writing to inform you that, earlier this term, we discovered evidence of a non-recent 

safeguarding matter of alleged child neglect at Whitefield School.  As some parents will 

recall, in 2017, and prior to our time at the Trust, Ofsted raised concerns about the practice 

of using ‘calming rooms’ between 2014 and 2017.  This evidence adds to that.  As soon as 

we made this discovery, immediate action was taken and the matter was promptly reported 

to the Local Authority and the Police in accordance with the Trust’s policy and procedures to 

safeguard children.  As this matter is currently being assessed by the Police, we are very 

limited in what we are able to share with you.  We felt, however, that it was important to 

inform you as soon as possible. 

 

Importantly, we wish to assure you that safeguarding your child remains our number one 

priority; their safety and wellbeing is of paramount importance.  As part of this, we welcome 

external scrutiny of our leadership, governance, behaviour and safeguarding procedures 

and policies.  Consequently, officers from the London Borough of Waltham Forest visited 

Whitefield School on 11th June 2021 to review current practice.  They confirmed there was 

no evidence to suggest that children were at risk of harm now and that steps to safeguard 

and promote the safety and wellbeing of our pupils are in place. You can view our current 

safeguarding arrangements on the school’s website under “Keeping our Pupils Safe”. 

  

We fully appreciate that this news will be concerning to our parents and carers.  All those 

current and former pupils who it is believed may have been affected are being contacted 

individually.  If you have not been contacted directly and have any concerns about your 

child’s historic welfare, please let us know by contacting our parental engagement officers 

on 020 8498 4242 or emailing support@whitefield.waltham.sch.uk.   

 

You may also find it helpful to contact Waltham Forest’s Parent Forum.  Further information 

can be found at www.walthamforestparentforum.com. 

mailto:support@whitefield.waltham.sch.uk
http://www.walthamforestparentforum.com/


 

We must stress that this is a legacy matter relating to the period 2014 to 2017 and that 

calming rooms are no longer used.  As the current Chief Executive and Chair of Trustees for 

Whitefield Academy Trust, you have our commitment that we are taking this matter very 

seriously and are liaising closely with the Police and Local Authority as they follow due 

process.  This may involve external agencies speaking with some staff and, as a result, there 

may be some staff absences.  There are, however, many reasons why staff may be absent 

from school and their absence should not in any way be assumed to be owing to this current 

matter. 

 

We will update you as and when we are able to.  In the meantime, we will continue to move 

Whitefield School forward and prioritise the safety and wellbeing of our pupils above all 

else. 

 

Yours sincerely, 

  

    

  

Kirstie Fulthorpe    Andrew Howat 

Chief Executive Officer   Chair of Trustees 

  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


