
  

 

 

Friday 7th January 2022 

 

 

Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
 
Happy New Year! I hope you all had an enjoyable and restful break and were able to spend time with your 
families and friends. It has been a pleasure to welcome all our pupils back to school this week.  The pupils have 
quickly settled back into school and have enjoyed catching up with their teachers and friends.  They all appear 
eager and ready for a busy term of learning! 
 
This term, we will continue to deliver our new curriculum and we will have a particular focus on reading and 
maths.  Pupils have really enjoyed our new reading programme – Read Write Inc – and it has been encouraging 
to see how much their skills have improved.  We will continue to build on this and will be introducing pupils to 
a wide range of different reading texts over the coming months. Beyond the curriculum, we have some fantastic 
enterprise projects developing which I am sure the pupils will all enjoy. 
 
You will have seen reports in the media about anticipated staff shortages in schools due to Covid.  Our aim is 
to keep all our pupils in school as much as possible and we have strong contingency plans in place to ensure 
we have sufficient staffing.  In the event that we are unable to offer face-to-face learning for particular classes, 
pupils will continue their learning remotely.  If this is the case, parents and carers of pupils in the affected 
classes will be informed as soon as possible by our Family Support Team.  We firmly believe that all pupils need 
to attend school daily and we will only ever move classes online as a last resort. 
 
I very much hope you will be able to join me at our first coffee morning. Whilst held remotely, this will be a 
great opportunity to speak to me and ask any questions you may have.  I will be sending out the details on 
Monday 10th January 2022 in the ‘Dates for Diary’.  
 
Please do keep checking our website (www.whitefieldschool.org.uk/) and Twitter feed (@WhitefieldSchl) 
which we are updating regularly with news and photos. 
 
We are grateful to our families for working with us as we navigate the ongoing updates to guidance about C19 
from the Department for education and Public Health. To confirm, if any siblings of positive C19 cases test 
negative using a lateral flow, they can still come to school. They do not need to self-isolate. We understand 
it can be hard, and appreciate your efforts to use lateral flow tests with your child. Please feel free to call our 
family support team for further advice and support. 
 
If you have any specific concerns about your child, please do contact their teacher or their Head of Department 
in the first instance.  Similarly, if you need any support, our Family Liaison Team is on hand to help.  Their 
contact details are: 
 
Primary: Stephanie Earle – s.earle@whitefield.waltham.sch.uk or 0208 531 3426 
Secondary: Lesley Middleton – l.middleton@whitefield.waltham.sch.uk or 0208 531 3426 
 
Whilst the past two years have been incredibly challenging for us all, I hope we can now look forward to 2022 
with a renewed sense of optimism.  I am very excited about the term ahead and look forward to welcoming 
you all into our school buildings as soon as the situation allows. 
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Thank you as ever for your continued support.  May I wish you all a happy, successful and, most importantly, 
healthy new year. 
 
Yours sincerely,  

 

 
Rachel Rai | Principal 

 


