
  

 

 

Friday 17th December 2021 

 

 
 
Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
I am delighted to enclose our end of term newsletter.  I very much hope you will enjoy reading what our pupils 
have been up to - especially over the last few weeks. Our pupils’ achievements are all testament to our fantastic 
staff who have worked incredibly hard to give our pupils a wonderful learning experience. 
 
Having spoken to a number of parents and carers over the last few months, it is clear that you would like more 
frequent communications from the school.  I am therefore pleased to set out for you our new approach to 
communication which will ensure you all receive important updates about the school whilst continuing to find 
out about your child’s progress.  From next term, there will be: 
 
• A whole-school newsletter providing key information and highlighting pupil and staff achievements; 

this will be sent in hard copy and via email every half term. 
• Dates for Diary providing information of events or activities taking place across the school; this will be 

sent in hard copy and via email every half term. 
• A termly coffee morning with me where parents will have the opportunity to share ideas and provide 

important feedback on the school.  I will also give an update on key school developments.  The Spring 
Term coffee morning date will be confirmed in the Dates for Diary which will be emailed on Thursday 
6th January 2022.  

• More regular news and updates on the school website (www.whitefieldschool.org.uk/) as well as on 
Twitter (@WhitefieldSchl); this will include timely articles and photos showing what the pupils have 
been up to.  Please be assured that we only publish photos where parents and carers have given their 
consent. 

 
As I have previously said, our most important partnership is the one we have with parents and carers.  Please 
do contact me directly at r.rai@whitefield.waltham.sch.uk if you have any questions about the school.  Your 
views are very important and, as such, the Senior Leadership Team regularly reviews and acts on any feedback 
received from parents. 
 
If you have any specific concerns about your child, please do contact their teacher or their Head of Department 
in the first instance.  Similarly, if you need any support, our Family Liaison Team is on hand to help you as much 
as they can.  Stephanie Earle (for primary pupils) and Lesley Middleton (for secondary pupils) can be contacted 
on 020 8498 4230 or s.earle@whitefield.waltham.sch.uk and l.middleton@whitefield.waltham.sch.uk.  
Stephanie and Lesley provide wide-ranging support and can signpost you to useful information and services as 
needed. 
 
Whilst I expect we will still have some Covid restrictions in place in January, I very much hope we will be able 
to welcome you into the school buildings at some point next term to see your child’s classroom and to meet 
other parents.  Likewise, I would like to invite you to some in-person pupil celebration events as it is so 
important for us to celebrate our pupils’ achievements as a community.  We will keep a close eye on the Covid 
situation and will organise a fitting celebration event as soon as it is safe to do so. 
 
 
 
 



As you are aware, the increase in Covid cases has affected staffing levels across the school.  We have made a 
number of permanent appointments in the past few weeks with new members of staff due to take up post in 
January 2022.  At times, we do need to employ agency staff in order to ensure pupil safety.  All agency staff are 
properly vetted and are supported by the leadership team and other staff to ensure continuity of learning and 
support for all pupils. 
 
May I take this opportunity to wish you and your families a happy, healthy and safe Christmas period.  I look 
forward to welcoming all the pupils back to school on Wednesday 5th January 2022. 
 
 

Yours sincerely, 
 

 
 
Rachel Rai | Principal 
 


